
Woodland species for shade and part shade    Color  Bloom  Height  Soil  Sun        
Doll’s Eyes/Baneberry     Actaea pachypoda     White  April-June 2-3′  Medium shade-part sun 
Baneberry (Black Cohosh)  Actaea racemosa   White  July-Aug 4-6′  Medium shade-part sun 
Red Baneberry    Actaea rubra    White  June  1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Maidenhair Fern    Adiantum pedatum     Yellow/green fronds  12-18″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
White Snakeroot   Ageratina altilssima    White  July-Sept 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Columbine     Aquilegia canadensis   Red/yellow Apr-June 1-3′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Jack-in-the-Pulpit   Arisaema triphyllum    Green  Apr-May 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Goatsbeard      Aruncus dioicus        Cream/White May-June 3-5′  Medium sun-part shade 
Wild Ginger    Asarum canadense   Red/Brown Apr-May 6-12″  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Poke Milkweed    Asclepias exaltata   White/Pink June-Aug 2-6′  Medium part shade-sun 
Heart-leaved Aster   Aster cordifolius   Blue  Aug-Sept 2-3′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
White Wood Aster   Aster divaricatus   White  Aug-Oct 2-4′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Hairy Wood Mint   Blephilia hirsute   White  June-Aug 1-3′   Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Tall Bellflower    Campanula americana   Blue  July-Sept 2-5′  Medium shade-part sun 
Blue Cohosh    Caulophyllum thalictroides   Yellow  April-June 2-4′  Medium shade-part sun  
Golden Star     Chrysogonum virginianum   Yellow  April-May 8″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Tall Blue Larkspur   Delphinium exaltatum   Blue  July-Aug 3-5′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Hayscented Fern   Dennstaedtia punctilobula  Green  April-Sept 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade- sun 
Wild Bleeding Heart    Dicentra eximia    Pink/White May-July 12-16″  Medium shade-part sun 
Marginal Wood Fern   Dryopteris marginalis   Green  June-Aug 1-3′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Mistflower    Eupatorium coelestinum   Blue/violet July-Oct 1-3′  Medium/Wet part shade-sun 
Sweet Joe Pye Weed   Eupatorium purpureum    Pink  Aug-Sept 4-6′  Medium/Wet part shade-sun  
Bottle Gentian     Gentiana andrewsii   Blue  Aug-Oct 1-3′  Medium sun-part sun 
Wild Geranium     Geranium maculatum    Lavender Apr-June 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Woodland Sunflower   Helianthus strumosus   Yellow  Aug-Oct 3-5′  Dry/Medium part shade-sun 
Hepatica    Hepatica acutiloba   Lavender March-Apr 6-9″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Alum Root      Heuchera americana   Red/green June-July 1-3′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Goldenseal    Hydrastis canadensis    White  May-June 9-12″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Virginia Bluebells   Mertensia virginica    Blue/pink Apr-May 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Bishop’s Cap    Mitella diphylla    White  May-June 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Sensitive Fern    Onoclea sensibilis    Green  June-Aug 2-3′  Medium/Wet shade-sun 
Cinnamon Fern    Osmunda cinnamomea   Green  June-Aug 3-5′  Medium/Wet shade-sun 
Interrupted Fern    Osmunda claytoniana   Green  June-Aug 3-4′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Royal Fern     Osmunda regalis     Purple-red new growth  3-6′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Wild Blue Phlox    Phlox divaricata    Blue  May-June 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Mayapple    Podophyllum peltatum   White  May-June 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-sun 
Jacob’s Ladder    Polemonium reptans    Blue  May-June 1-2′  Medium shade-sun 
Solomon’s Seal    Polygonatum biflorum   White  May-June 1-3′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Christmas Fern    Polystichum acrostichoides  Green  June-Aug 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Bloodroot    Sanguinaria canadensis   White  March-Apr 6-9″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Downy Skullcap   Scutellaria incana   Blue  June-July 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Wild Stonecrop    Sedum ternatum    White  May-June 6-12″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
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Woodland species for shade and part shade cont.    Color  Bloom  Height  Soil  Sun        
Round-leaf Ragwort   Senecio obovatus   Yellow  April-May 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Fire Pink    Silene virginica    Red/pink April-June 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade 
Zigzag Goldenrod     Solidago flexicaulis   Yellow  Aug-Sept 2-4′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Early Meadowrue   Thalictrum dioicum   White/Yellow May-June 2-4′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Marsh Fern    Thelypteris palustris   Green  June-July 3-6′  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Foamflower    Tiarella cordifolia   White  May-June 10-12″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Red Trillium/Wakerobin  Trillium erectum   Red/Yellow/White Apr-June 12-18″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Large-flowered Trillium   Trillium grandiflorum   White  Apr-May 12-18″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Toad Trillium    Trillium  sessile    Maroon  Apr-May 12-18″  Medium/Wet shade-part sun 
Large-flowered Bellwort  Uvularia grandiflora   Yellow  May-June 1-2′  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Common Blue Violet     Viola soriria     Magenta Apr-May 6-8″  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Golden Alexanders   Zizia aurea    Yellow  May-July 1-2′  Medium/Wet shade-sun 
 
Trees/Shrubs/Vines        Color  Bloom  Height  Soil  Sun  
Common Serviceberry   Amelanchier canadensis   White  April  15-25′  Dry/Medium sun-shade 
New Jersey Tea    Ceanothus americanus   White  June-Aug 2-3′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Buttonbush    Cephalanthus occidentalis  White  June-Aug up to 15′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
Eastern Redbud    Cercis canadensis   Pink  April   15-20′  Medium sun-shade 
Virgin’s Bower    Clematis virginiana    White  July-Oct vine  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Silky Dogwood    Cornus amomum   White  May-June up to 15′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
Gray Dogwood    Cornus racemosa   White  May-June up to 15′ Medium/Wet sun-shade  
Redosier Dogwood   Cornus  sericena   White  May-June up to 12′ Medium/Wet sun-shade  
American Hazelnut   Corylus americana   Edible nuts Fall  3-9′  Dry/Medium sun-shade 
Witch Hazel    Hammamelis virginiana   Yellow  Oct-Dec 20′ -30′  Medium sun-shade 
Winterberry    Ilex verticillata    Red berries Winter   15-20′  Medium/Wet part sun-shade 
Spicebush    Lindera benzzoin   Yellow  March-April up to 15′ Medium/Wet part sun-shade 
Virginia Creeper   Parthenocissus quinquefolia       vine  Medium/Wet part sun-shade 
Cherry     Prunus 
Oak     Quercus 
Pasture Rose    Rosa carolina    Pink  June-Sept 1-3′  Dry  sun-part sun 
Pussy Willow    Salix discolor    Green  March  10-20′  Medium/Wet sun 
Black Willow    Salix nigra    Green  March  up to 60′ Wet  sun 
Elderberry    Sambucus canadensis   White  June-Aug up to 15′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
Meadowsweet    Spirea alba     White  July-Sept 3-4′   Medium/Wet sun-part  
Steeplebush    Spirea tonentosa   Pink  July-Sept 3-4′   Medium/Wet sun-part  
Maple-leaf Vibernum   Viburnum acerfolium    White  May-June up to 20′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
Nannyberry    Viburnum lentago    White  May-June up to 20′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
American Highbush Cranberry  Viburnum opulus   Red fruit Fall  up to 15′ Medium/Wet sun-shade 
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Prairie Species for Sun to Part Sun       Color  Bloom  Height  Soil  Sun       
Nodding Pink Onion   Allium cernuum    Pink  July-Aug 1-2′  Medium sun 
Canada Anemone   Anemone canadensis    White  May-June 1-2′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Swamp Milkweed   Asclepias incarnata   Pink  June-July 2-5′  Medium/Wet sun 
Sullivant’s Milkweed   Asclepias sullivantii   Pink  June-Aug 3-5′  Medium sun 
Common Milkweed   Asclepias syriaca   Purple  June-Aug 3-5′  Dry/Medium sun  
Butterfly Weed    Asclepias tuberosa    Orange  June-August 1-3′  Dry  sun 
Whorled Milkweed   Asclepias verticillata   White  July-Aug 1-2′  Dry  sun  
Sky Blue Aster    Aster azureus    Blue  Aug-Oct 2-3′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Smooth Aster    Aster laevis    Blue  Aug-Oct 2-4′  Dry/Medium sun 
New England Aster    Aster novae-angliae    Purple  Sep-Oct 3-6′  Medium sun-part sun 
Blue False Indigo   Baptisia australis    Blue  May-June 2-4′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
White False Indigo   Baptisia  lactea    White  May-June 3-5′  Medium sun-part sun 
Marsh Marigold    Caltha palustris    Yellow  March-June 1-2′  Wet  shade-part sun 
Bellflower/Harebell   Campanula rotundifolia   Blue  June-Sept. 1-2′  Dry  sun-part sun 
Wild Hyacinth    Camassia scilloides   White-blue May-June 1-2′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Wild Senna    Cassia hebecarpa    Yellow  July-Aug 4-6′  Medium/Wet sun  
Turtlehead    Chelone glabra    Cream  Aug-Sept 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Lance-leaved Coreopsis   Coreopsis lanceolata    Yellow  May-Aug 1-2′  Dry/Medium sun  
Shooting Star    Dodecatheon meadia    White  May-June 1-2′  Medium/Wet part shade-sun 
Purple Coneflower         Echinacea purpurea   Purple  July-Aug 3-4′  Dry/Medium sun 
Rattlesnake Master   Eryngium yuccifolium   Green/White July-Sept. 3-5′  Dry/Medium sun 
Spotted Joe Pye Weed   Eupatorium maculatum    Pink  Aug-Sept 4-6′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Boneset     Eupatorium perfoliatum   White  Aug-Sept 3-4′  Medium/Wet sun 
Dogtooth Daisy/Sneezeweed  Helenium autumnale   Yellow  Aug-Sept 4-5′  Medium/Moist sun 
Downy Sunflower   Helianthus mollis   Yellow  Aug-Sept 4-6′  Dry  sun 
Ox-eye Sunflower   Heliopsis helianthoides   Yellow  June-Sept 3-6′  Dry/Medium sun 
Swamp Rose Mallow   Hibiscus moscheutos    White/pink/red July-Sept 3-7′  Wet  sun-part sun 
Blue Flag Iris     Iris versicolor     Blue  May-July 2-3′  Wet  sun-part sun 
Rough Blazing Star   Liatris aspera    Pink/Purple July-Sept 3-5′  Dry  sun-part sun 
Prairie Blazing Star   Liatris pycnostachya   Pink/Purple July-Aug 3-5′  Medium/Wet sun 
Marsh (Dense) Blazing Star  Liatris spicata    Pink/Purple July-Sept 3-5′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Cardinal Flower    Lobelia cardinalis   Red  July-Sept 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Great Blue Lobelia   Lobelia siphilitica   Blue  July-Oct 1-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Wild Lupine     Lupinus perennis    Blue  May-June 1-2′  Dry  sun-part sun 
Bee Balm    Monarda didyma   Red  June-Aug 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Wild Bergamot    Monarda fistulosa   Lavender July-Sept 2-5′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
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Sundrops (Evening Primrose)  Oenothera fruticosa    Yellow  May-July  12-18″  Medium sun-part sun 
Wild Quinine    Partthenium integrifolium  White   June-Sept  3-5′  Medium/Wet sun 
Foxglove Beardtongue    Penstemon digitalis    White   May-July  2-4′  Medium sun-part sun 
Hairy Penstemon    Penstemon hirstus    Pink/Purple  May-June  1-2′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Marsh Phlox    Phlox glaberrima   Red/Purple June-July 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Downy Phlox    Phlox pilosa    Pink  May-June 1-2′  Dry/Medium sun 
Obedient Plant    Physostegia virginiana    Pink  Aug-Sept 1-2′  Medium/Wet sun 
Broad-Leaved Mountain Mint  Pycnanthemum muticum  White  June-Aug 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Narrow-leaved Mountain Mint  Pycnanthemum tenuifolium  White  July-Sept 1-2′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Mountain Mint    Pycnanthemum virginianum  White  June-Aug 2-4′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Prairie/Yellow Coneflower  Ratibidia pinnata   Yellow  July-Sept 3-6′  Dry/Medium sun 
Orange Coneflower   Rudbeckia fulgida   Yellow  July-Sept 2-4′  Medium sun-part sun 
Black Eyed Susan   Rudbeckia hirta    Yellow  July-Sept 1-3′  Dry/Wet sun-part sun 
Brown Eyed Susan   Rudbeckia triloba   Yellow  Aug-Oct 2-5′  Medium sun-part sun 
Royal Catchfly    Silene regia    Red  July-Aug 2-4′  Dry/Medium sun 
Starry Campion    Silene stellata     White  July-Oct 1-2′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Rosin Weed    Silphium integrifolium   Yellow  June-Aug 3-8′  Dry/Medium sun 
Compass Plant    Silphium lacinatum   Yellow  July-Sep 3-8′  Dry/Medium sun 
Cupplant    Silphium perfoliatum   Yellow  July-Sept 3-8′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Prairie Dock    Silphium terebinthinaceum  Yellow  July-Sep 3-8′  Dry/Medium sun 
Blue-eyed Grass   Sisyrinchium angustifolim  Blue  May-July 6-8″  Medium sun-part sun 
Ohio Goldenrod    Solidago Ohioensis   Yellow  Aug-Oct 3-5′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Stiff Goldenrod    Solidago rigida    Yellow  Aug-Oct 3-5′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Ohio Spiderwort   Tradescantia ohiensis    Blue  May-July 2-4′  Dry/Medium sun-part sun 
Blue Vervain    Verbena hastate    Blue  July-Sept 3-6′  Medium/Wet sun 
Western (Smooth) IronWeed  Vernonia fasciculata   Purple  July-Sept. 3-4′   Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
Culvers Root    Veronicastrum virginicum   White  July-Aug 3-6′  Medium/Wet sun-part sun 
 

Grasses and Sedges        Color  Bloom  Height  Soil  Sun  
Big Bluestem    Andropogon gerardii   Green  July-Sep 4-8′  Dry/Medium sun 
Sideoats Grama    Bouteloua curtipendula   Green  Aug-Sept 2-3′  Dry/Medium sun 
Pennsylvania Oak Sedge  Carex pensylvanica   Green  April-June 6-12″  Dry/Medium shade-part sun 
Fox Sedge    Carex vulpinoidea    Green  May-June 1-3′  Medium/Wet sun 
Little Bluestem     Schizachyrium scoparium   Green  Aug-Sep 2-4′  Dry/Medium  sun 
Indian Grass    Sorghastrum nutans   Green  Aug-Sep 4-9′  Medium  sun 
Prairie Chord Grass   Spartina pectinata   Green  July-Aug 3-7′  Medium sun 
 
 

Native Plants for Yards and Gardens  

List compiled by: Lynda Price, Naturalist     3/2021 
wildernesscenter.org 
Lynda@wildernesscenter.org 


